


















































addition to areas for deer, turkey, waterfowl and small game hunting, a two-mile nature trail with
an observation platform has been constructed near the waterfowl area. Bald Eagle nests have
existed on the area since the lake was filled. Areas around the nest trees are posted and protected
from disturbance while nesting occurs. A number of nesting platforms have been placed in the
lake to provide nesting for ospreys and eagles.

Rum Creek WMA near Forsyth, Georgia covers 10,258 acres that includes Lake Juliette (3,600
acres). In addition to providing waterfowl, deer, turkey, quail, dove and small game hunting
opportunities on the WMA, Rum Creek houses the Georgia Non-Game Program office and staff,
the Partners-in-Flight (PIF) program and a nature trail and is considered one of the best places in
Georgia for watching birds. Bald eagles have nested around the lake since shortly after
construction. A 32-acre M.A.R.S.H. Project waterfowl refuge on the area was jointly developed
and constructed by Georgia DNR, Ducks Unlimited and Georgia Power and was the first
M.A.R.S.H. Project in Georgia.

Currently, Georgia Power is working to recover a floodplain area by removing privet growth.
Privet grows profusely in Piedmont floodplains and has changed the vegetation nature of these
areas. Herbicide applications are proving successful.

Efforts are being made to establish canebrake thicket habitat for Swainson warblers by managing
R/Ws and thinning overstory on adjacent areas to allow greater light penetration and promote
cane growth.

The area is about 75% pine/mixed pine, 20% hardwood and 5% open land and planted areas.
Prescribed burning and plantings are the major management methods.

McGraw Ford WMA is located north of Atlanta in Cherokee County. It consists of 2,400 acres of
land on the Etowah River, mostly river bottom hardwood and upland Piedmont pine/hardwood
forest. Deer, turkey and small game hunting are available.

Chauga WMA is located in western South Carolina adjacent to Lakes Tugalo and Yonah. The
3,336-acre parcel of land is leased and managed by the South Carolina Department of Natural
Resources and provides hunting for bear, deer, turkey, grouse, wild hogs and small game.

Tallulah Gorge State Park/Recreation Area is one of Georgia’s most scenic spots. It is famous as
the Jocation for the film “Deliverance” and for the famous Karl Wallenda’s high wire walk
during the 1960s. Georgia DNR and Georgia Power jointly manage the State Park. It has a nature
trail, interpretive center and campground. Kayaking through the gorge is allowed on five selected
weekends during the fall when Georgia Power allows whitewater flows through the gorge. The
3,050 acres is not managed as a WMA but as a public hunting area. For a couple of years,
Tallulah Gorge was selected as a release area for hacking Peregrine Falcons into the wild.
Persistent Trillium, a federal protected plant, occurs only in the gorge and a few small adjacent
drainage areas within a couple of miles of the gorge. Georgia Power implemented the federal
recovery plan for Persistent Trillium and has conducted most of the fieldwork associated with
conserving the plant.
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Sprewell Bluff State Park on the Flint River south of Atlanta is both scenic and unique. The
rolling hills to steep mountain topography and numerous shoals has been poplar with canoeists
and anglers for years. The state park consists of approximately 1,200 acres in Upson County.
Hunting is not permitted in the park, but is allowed on 940 adjacent acres and on 1,650 acres in
Talbot and Meriwether counties. The areas are managed by DNR, not as WMAs, but as
recreational and public hunting areas. The area is of special interest to plant and wildflower
lovers because of the unique flora. The landscape is more indicative of the mountain region of
Georgia than the Piedmont.

Management of Fishery/Water Resources on Company Lands: Georgia Power operates 14
reservoirs (see below). All except Lake Juliette produce hydro-power; therefore, the water level
fluctuates with daily operation. Lake Juliette provides water for the operation of Plant Scherer, a
coal fired plant. Barnett Shoals and Morgan Falls are operated as run-of-the-river hydro plants
with small pool areas above the dam.

Lake Location Surface Area Shoreline
Burton Clayton 2,775 acres 62 miles
Seed Clayton 240 acres 13 miles
Rabun Clayton 835 acres 25 miles
Tallulah Falls Clayton 63 acres 4 miles
Tugalo Clarkesville 597 acres 18 miles
Yonah Toccoa 325 acres 9 miles
Jackson Jackson 4,750 acres 135 miles
Sinclair Milledgeville 15,330 acres 417 miles
Oconee Greensboro 19,050 acres 374 miles
Harding Columbus 5,850 acres 156 miles
Goat Rock Columbus 940 acres 25 miles
Oliver Columbus 2,150 acres 40 miles
Worth Albany 1,400 acres 36 miles
Juliette Forsyth 3,600 acres 62 miles

Each lake is open to the public for fishing, boating and other forms of water recreation. Georgia
Power provides 13 campgrounds, along with picnic and beach areas, boat ramps and swimming
areas. Georgia DNR manages the fisheries on all Georgia Power projects with Georgia Power as
a cooperating entity. Some of the joint projects include stocking sport fish in North Georgia
Hydro lakes, building fishing platforms and spawning habitat, and modifying tailrace areas to
avoid stranding fish during low water conditions. Through Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) license, Georgia Power operates project reservoirs to provide stable spring
lake levels for lake species (bass, crappie and sunfish) and higher flows for riverine species
(walleye, striped bass). Georgia Power works with fishing groups by sponsoring tournaments and
working with local bass clubs to develop fish structures.

North Georgia Hydro (Lakes Burton, Seed, Rabun, Tallulah Falls and Tugalo): Located in
scenic Northeast Georgia at the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains, the North Georgia Hydro
Project is nearly surrounded by U.S. Forest Service lands in Georgia (Chattahoochee N.F.) and
South Carolina (Sumter N.F.). The Chatooga River that flows into Lake Tugalo is a Wild and
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Scenic River and one of the most popular spots in the state due to hiking, trout fishing and
rafting. The Tallulah Falls dam, with a shaft cut through the mountain to its powerhouse above
Lake Tugalo, was considered an engineering marvel when constructed a century ago. Georgia
Power supplies whitewater flows in Tallulah Gorge for five weekends each year for whitewater
kayaking.

Lakes Sinclair and Oconee: Lake Sinclair is just downstream of Lake Oconee in the central part
of the state. Both are very popular fishing lakes for largemouth bass and host several fishing
tournaments each year. Both lakes have a tailrace fishing areas along with seven parks, overnight
campgrounds and boat ramps for the public. The robust redhorse is the fish species of concern
because the Oconee River was where the population was rediscovered and where much of the
survey work and research has been done. The rare fish is the subject of a candidate Conservation
Agreement with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Georgia DNR, Georgia Power and others.
Thermal studies are ongoing at Plant Harlee-Branch, a coal fired plant on Lake Sinclair, using
hydro-acoustic technology along with research on dissolved oxygen related to pump-back
operations at Lake Oconee and work with the robust redhorse.

Lake Jackson: Georgia Power operates the dam to supply minimum downstream flow to the
Ocmulgee River and has constructed a re-aeration weir to increase dissolved oxygen levels. The
Ocmulgee River is of concern because of the shoal bass fishery and the recent reintroduction of
the robust redhorse. Three parks that include picnic areas and a beach along with a tailrace
fishing area are provided for public use. Each year the company cooperates with local fishing
clubs to install Christmas tree fish attractors.

Chattahoochee Hydro (Lakes Oliver, Harding and Goat Rock): The Chattahoochee Hydro is a
series of dams on the Chattahochee River north of Columbus, Georgia. Since the Chattahoochee
River partially forms the state border with Alabama, the lakes provide water recreation for
citizens of both states. The fishery is managed by Georgia DNR to provide bass, panfish and
catfish for the angler. Georgia Power has submitted a license application to FERC that contains
substantial enhancements for fish habitats, access and recreational amenities. Georgia Power
currently operates six park/recreation areas on the lakes and has been involved with the Fort
Benning Bass club in establishing cypress stands on the lake. Dissolved oxygen and fresh water
mussels are concerns.

Lake Juliette: Lake Juliette is a 3,600-acre water storage pond, constructed to store water for use
by Plant Scherer, a coal fired plant. The water in Lake Juliette is pumped from the Ocmulgee
River. Lake Juliette is a part of the Rum Creek WMA and provides waterfowl hunters with an
area to hunt ducks and geese. The lake contains much natural structure and is a good bass and
sunfish lake. Two parks with boat ramps, camping areas and picnic facilities are maintained by
Georgia Power. Aquatic weeds have been a concern for many years. The company maintains an
annual spray program using a number of herbicides (AQUASTAR, AQUATHOL K AND
SUPER K, RENOVATE, GREEN CLEAN PRO, AQUA KLEEN, KOMEEN, REWARD
AND TOPFILM) to control elodea, hydrilla, Blue-green algae, alligator weed and other aquatic
plants.
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Lake Worth: Lake Worth is Georgia Power’s only hydro-power lake below the Fall Line. A
small, shallow reservoir, Lake Worth has an abundance of vegetation and standing timber fish
structure. Non-native vegetation is a serious issue from the standpoint of lake recreation and
plant operation. A long-term herbicide application program has been conducted for hydrilla,
lyngbya and other nuisance aquatic weeds. The early spray program was successfully directed
toward controlling cutgrass. Annual herbicide applications are made to clear landings, docks and
access points. A low dissolved oxygen problem in Muckafoonee Creek was eliminated by the
addition of continuous flow in the dam’s operation.

Gulf Power

Gulf Power owns 3,784 acres of land, which are associated with power generating plants. Gulf
Power has no hydro-power reservoirs. In the past, Gulf Power’s forestlands received little
management. However, the company has recently begun developing forest management plans
for its fee-owned properties. The company’s goal is to implement sound conservation and
management practices to protect the natural resources and demonstrate sound environmental
stewardship.

Gulf Power has been actively involved in conservation throughout its service area. Gulf Power is
a sponsor and active participant in Project Greenshores, which involves the restoration of an
eight-acre marine estuary and oyster reef ecosystem in Escambia Bay. The company has built
artificial reefs, planted emergent sea grasses, and seeded the reefs with clean oyster shells to
provide a habitat that will allow the reestablishment of native sea grasses and marine organisms.

Gulf Power is the primary sponsor of the Apalachicola Bluffs and Ravine Restoration. This
project involves the restoration of a longleaf/wiregrass ecosystem on a 2,900-acre tract in North
Florida. The company has committed $65,000 per year over a seven-year period to fund the
planting of tree seedlings and wiregrass to restore the longleaf/wiregrass ecosystem that once
flourished in the area. Company employees have volunteered their weekends to help in the
planting of this area.

Gulf Power has partnered with the Zoo to establish The Gulf Breeze Zoo Science Center. This is
a charter school for teenagers who will receive environmental education in addition to the
standard county approved academic curriculum. Students receive hands on education on local
ecosystems and conservation education for wildlife, marine and forest ecosystems. Students
actively work with wildlife and plant communities in their studies to learn sound environmental
stewardship. The Science Center also includes boardwalks through various marine and dry land
ecosystems that are open to the public for environmental and conservation education.

Mississippi Power
Mississippi Power has sponsored and taken active roles in clean-ups and educational programs
for the gulf, as well as community projects.
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Savannah Electric

Savannah Electric has been involved with education projects within its service territory and was
involved with past efforts to conserve historic and ecologically unique Ebenezer Creek.
Savannah Electric worked with the Savannah National Refuge to create bird-nesting areas on
dredge material.
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3. Southern Company Stewardship

Southern Company’s environmental/conservation stewardship is based upon projects, ideas and
goals that reflect local concerns but are regional, national and even international in scope and
importance. Southern Company and its operating companies were involved in planting trees to
sequester carbon. Longleaf pine, oaks and other mast producing trees were planted as part of the
carbon sequestration program to provide bio-diversity and wildlife habitat in addition to
removing carbon.

The company funded research on tropical rainforest diversity carbon removal by select forest
tree species was funded through the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute in Panama.

In 2002, Southern Company entered a partnership with The National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation to fund two programs: the Longleaf Legacy, which restores threatened longleaf pine
ecosystems, and Power of Flight, which conserves bird populations through habitat restoration
and environmental education. Conservation initiatives under these two programs focus on areas
within the service territories of Southern Company’s five operating companies.

The Longleaf Legacy program was launched in 2003. It is a five-year effort focused on restoring
longleaf pine ecosystems to conserve biological diversity and sequester carbon. Southern
Company and The Fish and Wildlife Foundation each contribute $500,000 annually, which is
made available through matching programs, resulting in even greater impact. Southern Company
provides an additional $100,000 annually to support the Foundation’s longleaf conservation
efforts. In the first two years of the program, nearly 5,000 acres have been restored through the
planting of 2.4 million trees.

The Power of Flight, which was launched in August 2002, is helping conserve the South’s most
threatened and endangered or declining bird species, including the bobwhite quail, the red-
cockaded woodpecker and several coastal species. Through the program, habitat for bobwhite
quail has improved on more than 37,000 acres and efforts to restore the endangered red-
cockaded woodpecker have accelerated. Southern Company provides $250,000 annually to the
program with matching funds from the foundation and grantees, resulting in an annual impact in
excess of $1 million. The company also donates $50,000 annually to support the Foundation’s
bird conservation programs.

Past grants have gone to Quail Unlimited, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for Red-Cockaded
Woodpecker projects, Georgia Wildlife Federation, Mississippi Museum of Natural Science
Foundation, Ecosystem Restoration Support Organization, Friends of St. Andrew State Park,
Applied Research Center of Alabama, Eufaula National Wildlife Refuge and others.
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